
Food Pantry Donations 
 
Members of the Maplewood Community Garden are concerned about 
people in our area who are struggling on a daily basis to put food on the 
table. We can help. “Community” is, quite literally, our middle name.  
 
Our Food Pantry Committee will collect vegetables to donate to food 
pantries that serve our community as well as seniors’ centers whose 
clients need healthy, fresh food.  
 
There are two ways this charitable harvesting can be done, and members 
are expected to choose their preference: 

• Members put their own harvested donations into a container or 
basket at their plot. Food pantry committee members then collect 
only vegetables placed in those containers; or 

• Specially trained committee members pick ripened vegetables from 
members plots. 

 
Days of collection will be posted on the Web site and at each site itself. Only 
two or three items will be expected at each collection time, but if you would 
like to donate more, we will gladly accept it. You may tie a red ribbon to 
your plot marker to indicate “no picking” if it is a special time — perhaps 
you are having a week of house guests and harvesting is needed for 
yourself entirely. In those instances, we would hope that you would donate 
more at another collection time. 
 
Gardens need tending, even if you are away. Please let a site leader know if 
you will be away for a period of time so someone can help in your absence. 
You also can tie a green ribbon to your plot marker to indicate that you 
want someone to water. We will not tend a garden for more than 10 days, 
however. You should check with a site leader for other arrangements. 
 
If a plot is not being well tended, you will be contacted to improve it within 
three days. If the abandonment continues, your plot will be given to the 
community or someone on the waiting list. 
 


